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Take a look at disability history by visiting the Museum of 
disABILITY History’s new website, www.museumofdisability.org, 

which was launched to critical acclaim in October 2006. In less than 
six months, this new website has won rave reviews from viewers, has 
won at least one award for outstanding achievement, and has had 
over 1.25 million hits from 40,000 visitors from over 100 different 
countries. The new website was funded in part by a generous grant 
given by the B. Thomas Golisano Foundation. Recent additional 
grant support for the website has been received from the Institute of 
Museum and Library Service’s “Museums for America” program and 
the New York State Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental 
Disabilities.  

The three main wings of the virtual museum are the Medicine, Media 
and Society wings. The Medicine wing contains a medical timeline 
spanning over 2,000 years of disability related events and people, as 
well as exhibits on cures, prevention, and the medical establishment. 
The Media wing includes a timeline of disability and the media, and 
an extensive bibliography of professional literature. The Society wing 
contains the largest number of exhibits including advocacy, educators, 
education, sports, Kennedy family advocacy, and eugenics. This 
wing also includes an interactive map of New York State institutions 
providing a brief history of each institution and concisely narrating 

Museum’s New Website Receives 
Critical Acclaim

Continued on page 7

Disability History Week 
Passed in State Legislature

The recently completed session of the State Legislature 
saw New York State officially recognize the history 

of people with disabilities. By unanimous votes in both 
the Assembly and the Senate, New York State will 
recognize the third week in October as New York State 
Disability History week. The resolution, introduced by 
Assemblymember Mark J.F. Schroeder at the request 
of People Inc.’s Museum of disABILITY History states: 
“it is desirable that state post-secondary institutions 
promote activities that provide education, awareness, and 
understanding regarding people with disabilities, and the 
disability rights movement, through school curriculum, 
school assemblies and other school activities.”

The progress of State Legislative activity surrounding the 
establishment of a Disability History Week/Month has been 
tracked since the signing of West Virginia’s House Bill 4491 
on April 3, 2006.  Florida and North Carolina are close to 
having a bill passed. Other states are also moving forward 
in the form of a bill or request to ask their governor to 
memorialize – as New York State did.  Among them are 
Connecticut, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, Iowa, Michigan 
Washington, Idaho, and Kentucky.

Continued on page 7

People Inc. President and CEO with Assembly Member Mark J.F. 

Schroeder, both forging the way for disability history.

The Museum of disABILITY History’s new virtual website is a unique foray into 

disability history. Check it out at www.museumofdisability.org.
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When you read this issue of People To People, you will notice 
a reoccurring theme of the success we have had in recent 

months regarding the Museum of disABILITY History.The history of 
people with developmental disabilities must be told to the general public. 

We have made it a priority at People Inc. - as have others - to make sure people are 
informed and educated on this important topic.

Golisano Grant
In 2004, we received a grant from the B. Thomas Golisano Foundation to 
create a virtual website that depicts the history of people with disabilities. 
This state-of-the-art website will be considerably expanded upon and 
enhanced due to another significant grant award by the Golisano Foundation 
this spring.  

New York State Disability History Week and Federal Recognition
In addition to the website enhancements, the recent award from the 
Golisano Foundation charges us to develop a curriculum that will be used 
in school districts throughout the state as part of the creation of New York 
State Disability History Week. In the recent session of the New York State 
Legislature, Assemblymember Mark J.F. Schroeder proposed the creation of 
this special designation. Our curriculum will be the foundation of the New 
York State Disability History Week, and will be available online through our 
virtual museum at www.museumofdisability.org. We are grateful to Mr. 
Schroeder and his colleagues for recognizing the importance of the history  
of individuals with disabilities.

Last year, I was appointed a member of President Bush’s President’s 
Committee for People with Intellectual Disabilities. This is the longest standing 
Presidential committee, originally created by John F. Kennedy in 1961. At 
our most recent meeting, the committee and I voted to recommend to the 
President, the creation of a federal disability history week.

Whether it is working collaboratively with the B. Thomas Golisano Foundation or our elected 
leaders, we have made it a priority to do what we can to educate and inform the general 
public. Everyone in some way or another is touched by someone with a disability. It’s our goal 
to let people know the past while stressing the accomplishments that have been made.

These efforts are important. We need to educate people about this history. We see it as 
an evolution of our mission - integrating people with disabilities into the community, and 
creating a more accepting community. We want everyone to understand, and appreciate 
them, and consider their role in creating a better future. 

Similar to the way Black History is taught in schools now, the path to a state/federal 
disability history week will evolve and grow.  We are in our infancy. The first Black History 
Week was commemorated in 1926 - look what it has become. We are excited about 
the future. The Museum of disABILITY History, its new website, and the disability history 
week designation are charting a course for all of us. Watch for more information as these 
projects unfold and come to fruition.
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Karen Ryan was not new to senior housing, she 
had spent a year and a half in senior housing 

in Corfu, New York. She and her dog Gus were a 
bit disappointed in the age of the building, and 
were delighted to find that People Inc. would soon 
be constructing affordable senior apartments in 
Clarence, New York. It seemed like a chance for 
her and Gus to get closer to family and familiar 
surroundings. As Karen and Gus were taking 
one of their “road trips” to visit her son in Texas 
she forwarded all the necessary paperwork and 
information to Oak Senior Housing. “I didn’t want 
to take any chances on missing out on a brand 
new apartment…I used to live in Clarence and 
my daughter is not far away in  Williamsville,” she 
replied. 

By March 25th, 2007 Karen and Gus moved into 
their new home, according to Karen, “I just love it, 
and so does Gus…everything is all new, the layout 
of the apartment is great, and everyone is so nice!” 
Karen is also excited that there is an opportunity to 
make new friends, visit with family, shop, and get 
involved in tenant meetings and the community. 
Karen states, “I used to be an Activity Director for 
a Senior Center, so I will bring up some activities 
that my new neighbors might enjoy at the next 
tenants meeting.” Karen loves the fact that she can 
now enjoy the conveniences of her new apartment. 
The location of Oak Senior Housing is only a few 
minutes from her daughter and grandson. Karen 
and Gus can’t wait to catch a few of his Lacrosse 
games at Williamsville South.

“Buddies for Life” love their 
new home at Oak Senior 
Housing

To help the community better understand the umbrella of services the 
agency offers, People Inc. underwent a branding initiative to coincide with 

the agency’s 35th anniversary last year. Branding is a name or symbol that 
creates a powerful image in the mind of a customer. As a result, a new logo 
and tag line, “Where your world opens up,” were developed. Our new 
look provides a clearer understanding of what People Inc. does to help 
individuals with special needs. 
				    The new logo depicts a butterfly with 

two silhouette faces as the wings. 
According to Chief Operating Officer 
Rhonda Frederick, “The new logo and 
tag line were developed to reflect 
People Inc.’s diverse services, which 
are no longer exclusively for people 
with developmental disabilities, but 
a full service human service agency 
providing care for people of all 
abilities and stages of life.” The new 
logo evokes emotion and shows how 

People Inc. offers a continuum of care for people of all ages. Rhonda adds, 
“Through the work we do every day with our individuals, we hope that the 
lives we’ve touched open their world to hope, growth, and possibilities that 
they may not have ever imagined. For the parents we serve, we hope their 
world opens up to a sense of freedom, independence, and respite from the 
ongoing care and support they provide as caretakers. For our employees, 
we hope to provide a world of growth and potential, and give them a sense 
of pride in how they help to transform the lives of people around them.” 

Branding is not all about logos. It is about image and respect in the 
community. It is about advertising our services. It is about communicating 
a consistent message. So as we work to achieve the agency’s mission, 
key factors also play into the larger scope of making sure the community 
better understands the variety of services offered by People Inc. This 
includes media relations, marketing and developing new advertising materials, 
government relations, fostering and developing relationships, and raising our 
profile within the community. Another way to learn more about People Inc. is 
through our recently redesigned website. It has an improved look, easier 
navigation, and new pages – check out www.people-inc.org.

The brand identity of an 
organization is formed by its 
culture, philosophy, values, 
and mission. As an innovative 
human services agency, People 
Inc. expands services based 
on the needs of the people we 
serve. People Inc. believes that 
we have endless opportunities 
through our relationships: 
individuals we serve, staff, 
parents, and community 
leaders.

New look, same quality care
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Karen Ryan and Gus living and loving it up at People Inc.’s 

Oak Senior Housing.

People Inc.’s New and Improved website incorporates 

the new “look” of People Inc.
Continued on page 7

People Inc.’s new logo embodies growth 

and transformation.
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Congressman Tom Reynolds and Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) Deputy Secretary Roy Bernardi, present a 

$5 million dollar check to People Inc. President and CEO, James 

M. Boles and tenants.  The grant from HUD will be used to create 

People Inc.’s 15th senior housing site in Lockport.

People Inc. President and CEO James M. Boles receives a 

congratulatory handshake from Wade F. Horn, Assistant Secretary, 

Department of Health and Human Services after being appointed 

to the President’s Committee for People with Intellectual 

Disabilities (PCPID).  PCPID committee has advised every president 

since President Kennedy on intellectual disability issues.

People Inc. hosted a Ceremony of Remembrance at the Jolls Cemetery. 

The ceremony honored approximately 400 individuals who were past 

residents of the JN Adam Developmental Center, the Gowanda State 

Hospital and the West Seneca Developmental Center and are interred at 

the cemetery.

Iroquois Central School staff and faculty use their green thumbs 

at Carnation Senior Housing for the United Way’s Annual Day of 

Caring on August 15. Four other People Inc. senior sites benefited 

from the generosity of area businesses that volunteered their time 

and energy to spruce things up.
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Ralph Vanner Sr. is joined by his family, former Board President, Georgiana 

Jungels, Foundation members Gregg Stamm and Lisa Allen along with James 

M. Boles, President and CEO, for a dedication in memory of Sylvia Vanner.  

As a tribute to Mrs. Vanner, the Vanner family, the People Inc. Foundation, 

and People Inc. employees were instrumental in raising funds for this recently 

opened home in Amherst for young individuals that are medically frail.

President and CEO James M. Boles is joined by Congressman Brian Higgins 

at a ribbon-cutting ceremony for People Inc. Sunflower Senior Housing 

in Lackawanna. This $5 million HUD grant was used to renovate a former 

school and convert it into 49 apartments

As part of The Museum of disABILITY History’s 2nd Annual disABILITIES 

Film Festival and Speaker Series, Bronze Paralympian and star of 

Murderball, Mark Zupan inspired and delighted the crowd at a 

discussion and book signing. Clockwise starting in the back row: Denise 

M. Paszkiewicz, Nicole Passantino, Lynn Beman, Reid Dunlavey, Brie 

Hofschneider, Mark Zupan, and Francisco Vasquez.

Dylan and Mackenzie Blowers, two of the participants in the free Incredible 

Years Parent Training program. The Incredible Years helps children improve 

their self-esteem and positive behavior. This free training is made possible 

through a grant from The Peter and Elizabeth C. Tower Foundation, The 

Fatta Foundation, and The Children Foundation of Erie County. If you are 

interested in participating in the Incredible Years Parent Training program, 

please call 716.874.4500, EXT. 212.



The Museum of disABILITY History is offering free performances of its 
educational puppet program, the Kids on the Block. The program is 

part of People Inc.’s community outreach initiative promoting awareness, 
education, and acceptance of individuals with disabilities. The environment 
created through the medium of puppetry allows children to feel 
comfortable asking questions directly to the puppets. The question and 
answer periods provide an opportunity for the puppeteers to dispel some 
of the myths and misconceptions children often have about disabilities 
and those who are “differently-abled.” A student named Mia recently saw 
a performance and shared, “I think people should pay extra attention to 
learn about people with disabilities. You taught me a lot.”

Kids on the Block puppeteers travel to elementary schools and local venues 
across Western New York instilling the message that “being different is 
a universal condition and our differences should be celebrated!” Since 
1998, People Inc.’s Kids on the Block Program has been presented to 
an audience of over 28,000 children and adults in the area. The Kids on 
the Block program is always recruiting volunteer puppeteers. No prior 
experience is necessary. Qualified applicants must have a willingness to 
learn puppeteering techniques, be enthusiastic, and dedicated to the 
future development of the program! Hours are flexible but commitment 
to training and learning puppetry skills and scripts is a must. If you are 
interested in scheduling a performance or becoming a puppeteer, contact 
Project Coordinator Brie Hofschneider via e-mail at Bhofschneider@people-
inc.org or call 716.817.7478.

Kids on the Block Educates The Community

People to People

Consumer Directed Personal 
Assistance Program Promotes
Independence, Flexibility, and 
Choice

Do you or a loved one need in-home care 
with a dedicated provider? The Consumer 

Directed Personal Assistance Program was 
designed to enable an individual to have more 
control over their own in-home care. Those 
who participate in the program find that they 
have increased flexibility with scheduling and 
dedicated staff. The individual takes a more 
active role in recruiting, interviewing, and 
supervising the attendants of their choice who 
meet the hiring qualifications. The individual 
and the attendant work together to create a 
schedule that meets specific home care needs.
	
Qualifications for the program include: must be 
a resident of Erie or Niagara County; be eligible 
for Medicaid and to receive home care services; 
and must be willing to participate in a training 
program that will review recruitment, hiring, 
training, and problem solving.

Director of Home Care Services Susan Benedict- 
Bayerl states, “The greatest benefits of this 
program are that the individual is able to remain 
in their home and have freedom of choice over 
their home care services.”

People Inc. recently expanded the Consumer 
Directed Program into Niagara County. If you 
or a loved one is interested in participating in 
the program and would like more information, 
call People Inc.’s Home Health Care at 
716.874.5600, Erie County Department of 
Social Services at 716.858.2323, or Niagara 
County Department of Social Services at 
716.439.7600

“Yesterday at Batavia Rotary I saw an excellent presentation by two staff 

from “Kids on the Block.”  This is a program on disabilities awareness for 

school kids, using puppet theater techniques.  It was engaging, very profes-

sionally done, obviously based on much experience and research by caring 

people, and really made the point”

		   				    B ob   K nip   e  

Kids on the Block is a fun puppet program that educates children about disabilities.
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“We are excited about the opportunity to inform our 
youth about the history of people with disabilities,” 
said Dr. James M. Boles, President and CEO, of 
People Inc. and the founder of the Museum of 
disABILITY History. “The State Legislature under the 
leadership of Assemblymember Schroeder, have 
created an opportunity for us to inform the young 
minds of this state about the history of individuals 
with disabilities – beginning with how they were 
treated to the advancements they have made.” 

Disability History Week... con’t 
from cover.

the development found in New York State from the colonial 
Dutch era of the 1650’s and up to the modern era. The visual 
pages allow visitors to learn what life was like on the grounds 
of some of the larger facilities. The website also provides a 
link to the Museum’s rapidly growing collections database, 
permitting visitors to view all the artifacts owned by the 
Museum.

The website offers an educational resource to employees 
within the field of developmental disabilities, to individuals 
with disabling conditions and their family members, and to 
students, scholars, and other researchers. Since its launch, 
the Museum of disABILITY History has received numerous 
requests for additional information, for permission to use 
images in the Museum’s collections for exhibits at other 
institutions, and for use in articles, books, and television 
productions. At the same time, the Museum’s staff continue 
to research and develop topics that will allow for expansion 
of our virtual exhibits and resource materials. The ultimate 
goal of the Museum’s website is the expansion of worldwide 
community awareness regarding people with disabilities and 
their impact on society. For more information or to schedule a 
tour of the Museum, call 716.817.7261.

Museum’s New Website...con’t. 
from cover

Karen rarely goes anywhere without Gus, who two 
years ago became the perfect companion. At that 
time Karen decided to leave her managing duties of 
an Akron motel, and figured she would be home a bit 
more. It was a match made in heaven when it turned 
out that Gus likes the open road too. Karen and Gus 
love to visit her son in Texas, and her daughter who 
lives in Allegany, New York. Although, these “roadies” 
have a lot of traveling in them, it is nice to feel at home. 
According to Karen, “People Inc. has afforded me an 
opportunity to always come home… not to just an 
apartment, but to family, friends and community.”

Buddies for Life...con’t. from page 3

If your family member receives services from 
People Inc., consider joining the Family Advisory 
Council. A group of families meets monthly, 
to serve as advisors in the area of program 
development, and share perspectives that 
enhance communication among families and 
staff. Family members share their thoughts, and 
staff present information on family-identified 
topics (such as medical and nursing services, 
staff training, etc.)  No dues, no commitments. 

All meetings are held at 4:30 at our offices at 
1219 North Forest Road, Williamsville. Dinner is 
provided.  Please RSVP to family facilitator Elsa 
Peters, at 817-7471. The meeting schedule for 
the remainder of 2007 is listed below.

Topic: Agency Structure/ Staff Roles

Monday, September 10, 2007 

Monday, October 15, 2007
Monday, November 12, 2007
Monday, December 10, 2007

Calling all Family Members!
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It’s never too early to start learning about residential 
programs, if a group home or supervised apartment 
may be in the future for your family member

All questions are important and of course you will 
have many questions about how things work, what 
you can expect, and what we can do to help.

That’s what we’re here for!  Sign up for one of our new 
lunch sessions where you’ll learn the answers to those 
questions and more. You’ll tour two of our residential 

sites, have lunch, and learn a lot.

Choose either Tuesday, September 18 
or Wednesday, October 17.  

Both sessions will be held from Noon-2 PM.  
Call 817.7438 to RSVP, and get location details. 

 
Looking for Information about Residential 
Services for your family member?

Many of our supporters have experienced family life 
including a sibling or child  with special needs.  You know 

the unique challenges (and joys), the balancing acts and extra 
efforts mustered by parents on a daily basis, as they prioritize 
around the distinctive needs of that member.  Now imagine 
having quadruplets, all with developmental disabilities.  People 
Inc. is working with a family in this situation today, where some of 
the children had moved to a nursing home in order to get their 
intensive care needs met.  
	
We’re building a home where two of the siblings can live 
together with the supports they need, and a respite bed will 
ensure plenty of visiting for the third brother*. Unfortunately, the 
fourth sibling passed away before this home could be built.   A 
portion of donations received by People Inc. in 2007 (unless 
otherwise designated by you), will go toward making this home 
a reality, for some very special children.  Every donation is 
important to us.  If you have any questions about how you can 
help, feel free to call the People Inc. Foundation at 817.7470.

Two other unrelated children with special needs will also be served in this 
new group home, and other children will also be able to enojy respite stays.

YOUR DONATIONS MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE, LIKE…

A bequest is simply a gift arranged now (in your will), that is 
made later.  A bequest made for the benefit of People Inc. 

can be included in the body of your will, or through a codicil 
(an amendment to your will), or your revocable trust.

To name People Inc. as the beneficiary, you should use the 
legal name “People Inc.” or “People Inc. Foundation”  (not 
People Incorporated).  Several types of bequests are available, 
and you should choose the type that best suits your personal 
objectives. 

For example, your bequest can be a stated dollar amount, or 
you can leave specific property to the agency.  Some of our 
friends prefer to bequeath a certain percentage of their estate 
(the amount that remains after paying all debts, costs, and 
other prior legacies).

Whichever type you prefer, you can direct that your bequest 
be used for the current needs of People Inc., or for a specific 
purpose within our mission.  

If you wish, you can indicate that your bequest is to be added 
to one of People Inc. Foundation’s endowment funds.  A 
bequest of $10,000 will allow us to establish an endowed fund 
in your name or in the name of whomever you wish to honor.

Whatever your objectives, we will be happy to work with you 
in planning a bequest that will be satisfying, economical and 
effective in carrying out our important mission into the future.    

GIFTS TO PEOPLE INC.:  BEQUESTS

We make a living by what we get, we make a life by what we give.

S ir   winston        ch  u rchill    

If you work in a mid-to-large company in Western New York, it’s 
very likely that your employer participates in the United Way’s 

annual campaign, which runs from August through November.  
People Inc. is an official participating agency in the United Way’s 
Donor Choice program, which means that you can specifically 
designate People Inc. as the agency to receive your United Way 
donation.  There is a portion of the United Way’s “Pledge Form” 
– usually on the back toward the bottom under Non-Community 
Care Donation – that allows you to write in the portion/amount 
of your pledge designated to People Inc.  Simply fill in “People 
Inc., 1219 North Forest Road, Williamsville NY 14221”   The only 
funding People Inc. receives from the United Way, is through 
this specific designation process.  We appreciate the designated 
gifts from family members of people we serve, family members 
of our staff, and our friends throughout the community.  In this 
way, you benefit both the United Way and People Inc. THANK 
YOU!  

Can I donate through the United Way? 
YES, YOU CAN!
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Jill A. Echtenkamp
Beth Egloff
Judith Egri
Richard Eisenberger
Enviro-Care Inc.
Karleene M. Epolito
Joanne Fall
Carl F. Fanti
Elizabeth Farewell-Prisaznuk
Emma A. Favors-Mayfield
Subanthini E. Fernando
Christine Fischer
Michael F. Fischer
Kristi B. Fisher
MaryJane L. Fix
Sharon E. Flak
Robert N. Floss
Linda B. Foley
Brenda L. Ford
Amy M. Foster
Lester G. Kelly
Genel Fraizer-Kimeu
Regina M. Frank
Heath H. Frisch
Christine Fronckowiak
Cynthia A. Fuller
Tammy L. Furman-Schwab
Frank Gaglione
Carol A. Gallo
Barbara A. Gannon
Marcia A. Gardiner
Shawn Gaske
Joy Gaskin
Peter L. Gaskin
William J. Geary
Mary C. Geller
Robert J. Genco
Calvin E. Gerber

Marlena Gernett
Christopher L. Gerulat
Michael J. Gettings
Beth A. Geyer
MaryJo Giambelluca
Karen Gilbert
Natasha S. Gills
Norma R. Gladysz
Lindsay Glasser
Dr. Elliott Goldstein
Gary Goodwin
Emily Gorczyca
Edward P. Gramse
Annette M. Gross
Kenneth J. Grzelewski
Sue A. Guarino
Lisa A. Guglielmi
John & Mary Ann Haaag
Joanne F. Haberer
Razzaq Hakim
John Hale
Katherine M. Halstead
Margaret Hamilton
Karen M. Hanlon
Stella L. Harmon
Tracy S. Harrienger
Kelly Harszlak
Jackie A. Haskell
Alexandria D. Hassan
Kelly L. Hawkins
Michael Hayes
Virginia C. Hehir
Betty Heimiller
Frederick J. Henn
Vera K. Hereth
Michael G. Herrmann
Heidi Hersperger
Cara R. Hilbig
Kim T. Hilburger
John & Grace Hines
Scott E. Hintze
Linda Hoare
Brie E. Hofschneider
J. Roger Hogenkamp
Elizabeth E. Holmes
Frances Holoman
Mark Hooper
John J. Horan
Kevin Horrigan
Jennifer L. House
Tracie L. Howard
Doris Hughes
Jeanie L. Hursey
Brian W. Hutton
Deborah A. Ireland
Sarah R. Irvine
Marilyn C. Irving
Michael Iwanski
Clara Jablonski
Dwayne E. Jackson
Martin Jackson
Neville & Lois Jacobs
Veronica James
Kathleen Janiga
Denise A. Jankowiak
Shelly A. Jephson
Judy A. Johnson
Linda E. Jones
Georgiana Jungels
Jammie L. Kadziolka
Mary T. Kalinski
Timothy Kane
Grace M. Kasprzak
Joseph W. Kawczynski
Norine E. Kawczynski
Paul F. Kemp
Med Kenola
Beverly A. Kiefer
Kathleen M. King
Diane Kirchue
Denise M. Kleinsmith
Lindsey Kleinsmith
Heather J. Kraemer
Anthony & Dolores Krawczyk

C onsid     e r  incl    u ding     P e opl   e  I nc  .  in   yo  u r  e stat    e  plans     .

C omm   u nity     S u pport     e rs

Connie R. Kriegbaum
Meghan W. Kutas
John P. Lane
Joe Lanigan
Jeffrey R. Latona
Karen L. Lazik
Lisa M. Leidenfrost
Appolinaire Lekeuneu
Lynda A. Leman
Barbara Levitz
Priscilla A. Lewis
Trish Li Bassi
Trina Lipke
Lauretta Little
Denise M. Litz
Gregory Lockwood
David J. LoTempio
F. Paul Lounsbury
Melissa A. Lowman
Barbara D. Lowry
Michael B. Luce
Alfred F. Luhr
Joanne M. Lundberg
Pamela R. Luther
Robert & Mary Ellen Lutz
Donna Lynch
Heather M. Lynch
Melinda J. Lyon
Gloria C. Mack
Dawn M. MacMurray
David L. Mahoney
Ismaila Mane
Jack T. Manganello
Elizabeth Manley
Karen Markiewicz
Christopher R. Marriott
David R. Martin
Sherrie Martin
Jason M. Martinez
Michelle Martinez
Amy Masocco
Suzanne M. Massara
Stacy F. Maybee
Jessica J. Mayes
Amy L. Mazurkiewicz
Gayle D. McCarthy
Michael McCash
Richard S. McConnell
Nancy J. McCormick
Faith A. McDaniel
James F. McDermott
Joy McElligott
Helen D. McGreevy
Dorothy B. McIlreath
John D. McIntosh
Stephanie M. McKeel
Felicia D. McKnight
James E. Meade
Jeannie Meinzer
Kenneth J. Mekus
Harry & Georgia Mesches
Emily M. Mercado
Patricia A. Merritt
Gayle Mertzlufft
Morton Meyers
Suzanne Milks
David W. Miller
Gregory Miller & Nancy 
Meade
Alice Milleville
Kathleen Minyard
Lynn E. Moerman
Margaretmary Moffat
Samuel L. Mole
John Montgomery
Donna L. Moore
Richard & Elaine Moran
Jean M. Morano
Tracy L. Morris
Sharon M. Morrissey
Saran S. Mostiller
James W. Mrozek
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Pasha N. Mujahid-Baines
Philip H. Munger
Elvira Muniza
Richard Munschauer
Heather Murphy
Anne W. Murray
Avie R. Murtha
Salvatore C. Muscarella
Marcia M. Nagowski
Nancy Naples O’Neill
Maurice L. Naylon
Erica A. Newsom
Roger C. Nicholson
John J. Niedzwiecki
Gertrude A. Nowacki
Theresa V. O’Brien
Tanja M. O’Brocta
Andrea O’Connor
Robert J. O’Connor
Mary Ann O’Dea
Jennifer A. O’Shei
Patricia A. Obstarczyk
Tina M. Ortolano
Patricia A. Osborne
Francis T. Pachla
Daniel E. Paciorek
Sara Pacitto
Todd Packard
Theodore S. Paner
Margaret A. Pagano
Salvatore W. Page
Carl P. Paladino
Michael Panzarella
Christopher J. Parisi
Andrea Parrish
Mary Pasternack
Lauren Pautler
Deborah A. Pawlak
Tonia Pearse
Dr. Richard & Janet Peer
Jessica Peffer
Christopher Penberthy
Ronald & Linda Penta
Carmen Perez
Tanya E. Perri
Robin Perry
Virginia Perry
Louise Petrillo
Susan R. Pfohl
Jane C. Phillips
Vincent & Lena Piazza
Elizabeth P. Pierce
Mikhael S. Pilato
Deborah A. Pirri
Clara Piszkin
Douglas A. Platt
Judith A. Poitras
Raquel Polidura
The Polisoto Family
Tina F. Polito
Jada A. Porebski
Nicole M. Porebski
Kristen R. Porter
Andrea Post
Billie J. Powell
Lori E. Prelewicz
Dianne M. Puma
Erin Pusateri
Paul J. & Cathy Quattrini
Doris A. Queener
Michael P. Ralbovsky
Herbert L. Ratajczak
Mary Lou Rath
Sandra Reagan
Amy R. Reilly
Sheldon Reingold
Thomas E. Reynolds
Jeffrey T. Rice
Kari Richards
Latoia Richards
Chante’ R. Richmond
Robert Rigerman
Maureen Rivera
Paul Robel

Carol E. Robertson
Pamela D. Robinson
Caroline Roeder
Elizabeth Rogalski
Annie M. Rorrison
Dennis J. Rose
Amber L. Ross
Andreenetter Rowe
Stanley R. Royal, Jr.
Meilyn Ruiz
Jason D. Runion
Rosemary Russo
Paul Rzepkowski
Christina E. Sage
Susan Sambrotto
Roslyn Santalucia
Angel Santiago
Gloria J. Santo
John J. Santonocito
Rochelle Sautter
Mary E. Savash
Mary V. Scanlon
Dominic M. Schiavone
Maureen Schiller
Noel K. Schmitt
Thomas Schoenwetter
Warren Schreiber
John C. Schultz
Deborah Schwert
Lisa M. Scritchfield
Andy Sedita
Ellen J. Segool
Sandra J. Sendor
James M. Shepard
Thomas J. Siczewicz
Mary E. Sikorski
Dan J. Silvey
Renee D. Sims
Jean E. Skelton
Diane Skoney
Laura M. Skotarczak
Jamie B. Slater
Tiffany Smart
Elisa A. Smith
Gilbert Smith
Irene E. Smith
Sandra M. Snashell
Linda K. Snedden
Roxanne Sorensen
Dana A. Sosinski
Alioune Sow
Valerie Sowinski
Linda G. Spears
Kristi L. Spontaneo
Dale A. Stampfer
Tamara N. Staples
John J. Stasio
Nicole M. Staszak
Karen A. Stearns
Deana M. Stengel
John H. Stetter
Cheryl R. Stevens
Erica L. Stewart
Jennifer L. Stilson
Michelle M. Stockwell
Michelle Stoll
Norma K. Stoll
Cary M. Stosal
Sandra D. Stroud
Donna E. Sweeney
Jennifer Sweitzer
William S. Tabor
Susan A. Tait
D. Clay Taylor
Denise M. Taylor
Claudia J. Torres
Robert R. Towlson
Jacob Trautman
Frances M. Trusso
Helena Trzesniewska
Karen Turchiarelli
Nicole D. Turner
Lawrence S. Tyczka
Maria Tyson

Kasandra L. Updyke
John Valvo
Sabine M. Van Wyck-Haney
Bonnie S. Vancuran
Mary Vanhaneghan
Ann M. Venticinque-Ertel
Erin M. Vincent
Rayna M. Voychak
Chester Walczyk
Elizabeth A. Walker
Sarah L. Walter
Lisa Warning
Robin J. Watroba
Nicole L. Watson
James P. Wegener
Jonathan F. Weiskerger
Michelle L. White
Sandra M. White
Michele D. Williams
C.J. Wilson
William Wincott
Claire L. Wolfram
John Woodell
Donna Wortzman
Linda S. Yohn
Charlene Zaccagnini-Johnson
Beth Ann Zaprowski
Traver A. Zayatz
Georgette P. Zielinski
Catherine M. Zimmerman
Patricia W. Zimmerman
Phyllis I. Zuzze

S p e cial     T hanks      to   family       m e mb  e rs  ,  b u sin   e ss  e s ,  comm    u nity     l e ad  e rs   and    all    who    hav   e  mad   e  donations          to   P e opl   e  I nc  .

F ri  e nds    &  F amily      I n - K ind    L ist 

James Braniecki
James & Barbara Braun
Vivienne M. Carroll
Nancy M. Conley
Robert Cunningham
Kim Dickenson
Jane Doster
Josh Edholm
Peggy Essenberg
Carrie Gunlach
Karen Gundlach
Kelly Huntington
Barb LaBruna
Caryn Lawler
Lisa Leidenfrost
Stacie Lembke
Margaret A. Lobene
William L. Long
Loretta Maciejewski
Carmen Magno
Gayle McCarthy
Amy P. Meredith
Ed Mielcarek
Dr. Misiak
Marc Murphy
Brian O’Bannon
Gina M. Passantino
Deborah A. Pirri
Cindy Por
Janelle Schamberger
Judy Schnobrich
Dr. Ronald Stein
John & Rose Kadziolka
Elsa Peters

Honor/Memorial Contributors

In Memory of Stephanie A. Marzucco
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony P. Marzucco
Alexandra & Neil Wehr

In Honor of James M. Boles, Ed.D.
V.M. Caldwell

In Honor of Brighton Park
Anthony & Dolores Krawczyk

In Honor of Douglas Callagy
Catherine Callagy

In Honor of Rhonda Frederick
Barbara G. Berman
Elsa Peters
John Hamm

In Honor of Naomi Goldstein
Dr. Henry Kaminer

In Honor of Marion Grossman
Barbara G. Berman

In Honor of Kelly Heywood
William & Nancy Heywood

In Honor of Ellen Jones
Linda E. Jones

In Honor of Kyle Knarr
Joseph & Mary Knarr

In Honor of Jimmy Meade
Gregory Miller & Nancy Meade

In Honor of Denise Paszkiewicz
Elsa Peters

In Honor of Dana Marie Penta
Ronald & Linda Penta

In Honor of the creative and 
hardworking Program 
Development staff at People Inc.
Jennifer Buchbinder
Janet Cummins
Concetta Ferguson
Jeffrey D. Fox
John Hamm
Erica A. Newsom
Gloria J. Santo

In Honor of Beth Ann Rogalski
Elizabeth A. Rogalski

In Honor of Donald Stasinski
Raymond G. David

In Memory of Emily Bacon
John Dresser

In Memory of Lois Cammarata
Lizbeth J. Booth
Jocelyn Bos
Mary A. Burghardt
Nicole Dommer
Jeffrey D. Fox
Rhonda Frederick
Katherine Halstead
John Hamm
Mary T. Kalinski
Med Kenola
Denise Kleinsmith
Karen Lazik
Jeannie Meinzer
Gayle Mertzlofft
Samuel Mole
Heather Murphy
Erica Newsom
Denise Paszkiewicz
Linda B. Rinaldo
Caroline Roeder
Beth Ann Zaprowski

In Memory of Lillian Carr
Mary A. Daley

In Memory of Anne Collins
Gilbert Smith

In Memory of Mark V. Conley
Nancy M. Conley

In Memory of James Covial
Rosalie Covial

In Memory of Kathryn Duncan
Donna Wortzman
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Andy Sedita
Michael A. Smith
Southeast Community Works
Anne Stone
D. Clay Taylor
Francisco M. Vasquez, Ph.D.

Chester Walczyk
Alexandra Marzucco Wehr
Wendel Duchscherer, Architects & Engineers
C.J. Wilson

C orporat       e

F o u ndation        S oci   e ty

Allied Mechanical
Bryans & Gramuglia LLC
Buffalo Wheelchair
Calamar Construction Mgmt., Inc.
Carrier Coach
CSI Contract Specialists
Frank J. McGuire Family Foundation
Geraldine S. Werner Foundation
Grandview Construction
GZA GeoEnvironmental of New York
HealthNow
Hiscock & Barclay, LLP
Hodgson Russ Attorneys LLP
Hogan & Willig
Ilio DiPaolo’s Restaurant
KeyBank
Lawley Service Insurance Group of Companies
Parkview Health Services
Pride Maintenance
Sparks Plumbing & Heating Inc.
Stamm, Reynolds, & Stamm
State Employees Federated Appeal
Uniland Development Company
Vanner Insurance
William L. Long & Associates
William Schutt & Associates, P.C.

F ri  e nds    of   P e opl   e  I nc  .

CARA Medical
Carrier Coach
Lawley Service Insurance Group of Companies
Life Safety Engineered Systems, Inc.
Massachusetts Financial Services Company
Merrill Lynch
Northeast Mechanical. Inc.
PaeTec Communications
Schindler Elevator Corp
Swanson Associates
Travers Collins & Company
United Business Systems
United Wall & Ceiling Systems, Inc.

N e ighbor      ’ s  C ircl    e

Capital Fence Co.
City Fence, Inc.
Dane Electric
Deltex Electric
Managed Health Care Associates, Inc.
Murak and Associates
New Directions Youth & Family Services
Suburban Adult Services, Inc.
Upstate Pharmacy LTD
Westchester ARC

C omm   u nity     S u pport     e rs

Abbott Glass of WNY, Inc.
Allasen Carpet Co., Inc.
Allied Flooring Contractors
Autistic Services, Inc.
Automated Solutions Group, Inc.
Buffalo Renaissance Foundation
Calspan Corporation Advanced Technology 
Center
Colucci & Gallagher, P.C.
Community Foundation For Greater Buffalo
Connie Marie Cultrara Supplemental Trust
D. R. Chamberlain Corp.
D.V. Brown & Associates, Inc.
Daemen College
Dipizio Construction Company, Inc.

C orporat       e  in  - kind  

A New You Day Spa & Salon by Claire & Co.
Advantage Tan
Airport Plaza Jewelers
AirTran Airways
Albright-Knox Art Gallery
Aquarium of Niagara
Arrowhead Golf Club
Bally Total Fitness
Bauer’s Eden Valley Furniture
Bee Publications, Inc.
Bert’s Bikes and Sports
Bing’s Restaurant
Birdcage Hair Studio
Boncraft, Inc.
Boulevard Produce, Inc.
Buffalo Athletic Club Suburban
Buffalo Chophouse
The Buffalo Museum of Science
The Buffalo News
Buffalo Olmstead Parks Conservancy
Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra
Buffalo Sabres
The Buffalo Zoological Gardens
Business First
Cargill, Inc.
Casa-Di-Pizza
Central Park Plaza LLC
Child Care Coalition of Niagara Frontier
Clearfield Liquor
Club 50 Fitness Center
Comix Cafe
Dash’s Markets
DeBerardinis Salon
Delta Sonic
Dental Pay Plus
deSignet International
DiCamillo Baking Co., Inc.
DiMarco’s Pizza
Dog Bar
Eaton Office Supply Company, Inc.
EBS Benefit Solutions
Elaine’s Flower Shoppe Inc.
Euphoria Salon/Spa
Excuria Salon & Spa
Face Fitness
Fanny’s Restaurant
Figurehead Club
Forest Lawn Cemetery
Friar’s Table
Gianna’s Market
Gino’s Pizza House

To find  out more about how to make a planned gift or to include people inc.  in your will  call the foundation department at 716 634 8132

In Memory of Joseph B. Gorczyca
Emily Gorczyca

In Memory of Mary Hamm
Marcia A. Gardiner

In Memory of Raymond Hubbard
Joseph W. Kawczynski

In Memory of Joseph Kawczynski, Jr.
Norine E. Kawczynski

In Memory of Ron Korn
Walter & Jeanne Konstanty

In Honor of Pamela Manganello
Jack T. Manganello

In honor of the 50th wedding 
annivarsary of Jack and marge 
mccash
Mark Hopper

in Memory of Frances L. McDermott
James F. McDermott

In Memory of Mary McQuillen
Merchants Mutual Insurance Company

In Memory of Katherine L. Meyers
Morton Meyers, Jr.

In Memory of Donald Nichter
Beverly A. Kiefer
Herbert L. Ratajczak
Norma K. Stoll

In Memory of Shirley J. Reynolds
Roy R. Duewiger
Jack T. Manganello
John D. Mcintosh

in Memory of Suzanne Schoenwetter
William J. Geary
Thomas Schoenwetter

In Memory of Doris M. Schreiber
Warren Schreiber

In Memory of Daniel B. Tyczka
Lawrence S. Tyczka

In Memory of Sylvia Vanner
Cheryl Arena
James Arena
Automated Solutions Group
John G. Berger
Paul Billoni
James M. Boles, Ed.D.
Lizbeth J. Booth
Richard Brinkworth
Buffalo Renaissance Foundation
Calspan Corporation Advanced Technology 
Center
Colucci & Gallagher, P.C.
Bernard & Gayle Cryan
D.V. Brown & Associates
Dipizio Construction Company
Rhonda Frederick
Frank Gaglione
Robert J. Genco
Norma R. Gladysz
Government Action Professionals
Kenneth J. Grzelewski
Scott E. Hintze
Kevin Horrigan
Bruce Hutton
Timothy Kane
Robert B. Mayer
Elvira Muniza
Murak and Associates
Salvatore C. Muscarella
Roger C. Nicholson
Francis T. Pachla
Margaret A. Pagano
Salvatore W. Page
Denise Paszkiewicz
Mary Lou Rath

Glen Park Tavern
Herschell’s Carrousel Factory Museum
HSBC First  Home Club
Ilio DiPaolo’s Restaurant
James Services
Jewish Community Center of Greater Buffalo, Inc.
John Kadziolka
Key Investments
KeyBank
Klass Ingredients, Inc.
Krystal Nails
LaPorta’s Pizzeria
Lasertron
Les Jardins
Liberty Mutual
Lifetime Health Centers
Massachusetts Financial Services Company
MidCity Office Equipment, Inc.
Mr. Pizza
Orville’s Appliances
Parkview Health Services
Pet-I-Care
Planet Dog Foundation
Premier Group
Prism 
R Salon
Raa Digi Spa Salon
Radioactive Cycles
Rahn Jewelers
Red Osier Landmark
Regal Cinemas
Rosebrook Golf Course & Driving Range
Rothland Golf Course
Salvatore’s Italian Gardens
Say Cheese!
Schindler Elevator Corp
Shanghai Red’s
Sid Birzon, Inc.
Six Flags Darien Lake
South End Floral
Studio Arena Theatre
Subway
SVS Inc.
Tantalo Photography
Technology Solutions
Theater of Youth
Tom’s Restaurant
Tops Markets
Tony’s Pizza
The Trillium Floral Shop
Ultimate Restaurants, Inc.
Univera Healthcare
Vision Service Plan
Walden Galleria Mall
Walt Disney World Co.
Wegmans
Weisburg Jewelers
Western New York Family Magazine
Winter Jewelry
Wittmeyer Jewelers
WNY Dental Group
WNY Jobs Weekly

Ed Youngs Towne Hardware, Inc.
Enviro-Care Inc.
Episcopal Church Home & Affiliates
Government Action Professionals
Grover Cleveland Press, Inc.
Huron Plumbing & Heating
Independent Health Assoc. of WNY
James Services
Joseph E. Neubert Roofing Inc.
Kohler Awning Inc.
Lancaster Central School
Literacy Volunteers of Buffalo & Erie County, Inc.
Merchants Mutual Insurance Company
Niagara Construction Co., Inc.
RSM McGladery
South Buffalo Lions Club
Southeast Community Works
Starpoint Central School
Superior Pest Control
Sweeney’s Garage
Tredo Engineers
United Way of Buffalo & Erie County
Upstate Steel Inc.
Wendel Duchscherer, Architects & Engineers
WNY Electrical Services, LLC
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We apologize for any errors or omissions 
in the above lists. Please contact the 

Foundation at 716.634.8132 to make a 
correction.
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